Faith Regeneration Unit is working in Partnership with Wolverhampton Faith Network in delivering ‘Communities of Interest’ to the Faith Communities of Wolverhampton. 

The aim is to create an effective Faith Network where the voice of the Faith Communities can be heard, thus creating an environment where they feel that they can make a real difference to their community and be part of the decision making processes by effectively engaging with local government and strategic bodies.

In March 2007 we surveyed all faith communities of the City.  The statistical data was then collated.
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The survey asked the faith communities what areas of support/assistance do you require from the following? 

Results shown as a percentage.

What is interesting from the analysed returns is the low percentage of Monitoring & Evaluation, Understanding Local Area Agreements, Governance & Management Procedures and Social Audits. You can draw two conclusions from these figures. Either the need for capacity building in these areas is not necessary as the faith communities are well skilled in these areas, or can it be that the need for the capacity building in these areas have not been given the importance they demand!  As predicted Funding Procurement was way out in front, which begs the question, is the reason why so many funding applications fail, because skills such as Governance and especially Social Audits are not as strong as the faith communities think they are, and need to be taken more seriously? 
Furthermore many stated that they would be interested in attending the following forums:
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Issues which will be covered at these forums are:-
· Greener Faith Communities - Global Warming: - What does faith say about looking after the environment?  What is the role of the faith communities?  

· Faith & Young People - What are young people’s views on living in a multi faith community? How do they get their voice heard?  

· Community Cohesion - How can we live in a harmonious community?  Role of faith communities in community cohesion?  

· Health & Well Being - What are the faith and cultural issues regarding health care in our community? 

· Faith Distinctive - How to keep your faith distinctive in a multi faith community?  Protecting your faith identity when running projects that are accessible to people of other faiths/backgrounds.

If you wish to attend any of the forums please contact Rinder Salan, Project Support Officer at Faith Regeneration Unit on 01902 404279/572452 or email- rinder@faithregeneration.org.

