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            Friday 11th June 2010

                  @The Public, New Street, West Bromwich B70 7PG
If you would like to attend the above FREE conference please complete and return THIS PAGE ONLY to kspilsbury@w-n-c.org stating ‘Applying to Succeed conference’ in the subject 
	Forename
	
	Surname
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Job title/ role
	

	
	

	Organisation
	

	Address
	

	Email
	

	Contact number
	

	Special requirements
	

	Please indicate which workshop you wish to attend
	A
	B
	
	         C

	
	

	
	
	


Please indicate which Black Country Borough you operate in/ have beneficiaries in:

	Wolverhampton
	Walsall 
	Sandwell
	Dudley

	
	
	
	


Please mark here if you do not wish your detailed to be published in a delegate pack which will be distributed on the day 
Please email your form by Friday May 28th 2010 
Applying to Succeed; European Social Fund Conference


Friday 11th June 2010


@The Public, New Street, West Bromwich B70 7PG





As part of our ongoing programme to promote ESF activity this is the third event to be held in the sub region. The European Social Fund (ESF) makes many exciting and innovative projects possible – but it can be a maze trying to find your way through the application process!  





This conference is FREE and will help organisations by offering a step-by-step guide to the applications and routes to funding, including eligibility requirements, deadlines and success criteria to maximise your chance of winning funding.





Does your organisation have experience of managing an ESF-funded project or planning to do so? Are you interested in developing services in the following areas?





• Extending employment opportunities;


• Developing a skilled and adaptable workforce;


• Supporting young people not in education, employment or training (NEET);


• The long term unemployed;


• Adult skills 19+;


• Supporting people into local labour markets





If so, this conference is designed to help you! 





It will be an excellent opportunity to facilitate discussions between Black Country boroughs to explore consortium development for ESF tenders.  You will also benefit from a practical-oriented approach aimed at increasing your understanding of ESF and how it works. 





Please feel free to forward this invitation to anyone else who you think might wish to attend.


See an agenda on the next page.  Please book early, using the attached booking form, to avoid disappointment. 



































Introducing the newly updated WMEN website!!!


Take a look by visiting...


�HYPERLINK "http://www.wmeuronet.co.uk"�www.wmeuronet.co.uk�


...this will be followed with a tailored e-news service from WMEN so keep looking out for this!
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Conference Booking Form
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Applying to Succeed; European Social Fund Conference 11 June 2010


Agenda





9.30 Registration and refreshments





10.00 Welcome and Introduction by Tony Dunn, Black Country Consortium





10.10 Applying to succeed: Support for The Third Sector by Betty Taylor, Network Consortium 





10.25 An overview of the ESF programme by Joy Holland, West Midlands Leaders Board





10.45 Findings from the Sector Engagement Survey, by Patrick Eastwood, West Midlands Leaders Board





11.00 Break for tea, coffee and biscuits





11.10 Workshops: (please indicate on the booking form which workshop you wish to attend)





A) Introduction to the LSC eTendering Portal. Offering practical information on the stages and processes involved in applying for ESF funding through the online applications system.





B) Guide to bid writing – Designed to help those organisations looking to improve their bid writing skills. It is suitable for the complete beginner to those with some bid-writing experience. The focus of the workshop will be “how to write a quality bid”





C) Tendering as a Consortium this workshop will identifying the aims, benefits and challenges of different consortium models.





12.30 Move back to main room





12.35 What happens next? Betty Taylor, Network Consortium





12.40 Networking lunch, to close at 1.30pm 


.











Complete your PQQ now!





In order to receive information about possible tendering opportunities you need to be on the “approved supplier list”. To do this, organisations need to complete and submit a pre-qualification questionnaire (PQQ).  





The organisations whose pre qualification questionnaires (PQQ) are approved will be eligible to tender for contracts – and the first invitations to tender are expected to be issued in the summer months. 


If you do not wish to bid for ESF, you are still advised to submit a PQQ to log interest for future LSC activity.  The LSC eTendering Portal is available at: �HYPERLINK "http://www.lsc.bravosolution.co.uk"�www.lsc.bravosolution.co.uk�


On the first page Click “here to register’ in the ‘Login / Register box’ and follow the instructions to complete a PQQ.








West Midlands Region Co-Finance Plans


The three West Midlands Co-financing organisations Skills Funding Agency/Leaders Board; Job Centre Plus and NOMS are currently finalising their co-finance plans for delivery at the beginning of 2011.  It is envisaged that there will be a bidding round at the end of the summer 2010.


IF YOUR ORGANISATION NEEDS FURTHER INFORMATION OR SUPPORT IN TENDERING FOR THE ABOVE FUNDS PLEASE CONTACT WMEN WHO ARE FUNDED TO BUILD THE CAPACITY OF THE THIRD SECTOR IN WEST MIDLANDS.


Telephone: 0121 683 8890 or email us on �HYPERLINK "mailto:officeadmin@wmeuronet.co.uk"�officeadmin@wmeuronet.co.uk�








�





























Welcome to the quarterly ESF e-bulletin for the Black Country, where you will find updates on ESF co-financing programmes and information on forthcoming events.  Dudley, Sandwell, Walsall and the City of Wolverhampton are making use of technical assistance funding to contribute towards effective partnership delivery of ESF provision.  Over the coming months we will facilitate discussions between Black Country boroughs to explore consortium development for ESF tenders, followed by workshops with on-going in-depth advice and support. So watch this space!








EUROPEAN SOCIAL FUND E-NEWS!!


Helping you win ESF contracts for your area!








